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Up & Coming
FemFest 2019: All The World’s a Stage

September 14 to 21, 2019 | Asper Centre for Theatre & Film (400 Colony St)
Lizards, dogs, boxes, money, mothers, and daughters…this year’s FemFest has it all! With less
than two weeks until launch, some performances of 4inX change are already sold out. This unique
show only seats four audience members and is pay what you can afford, making it one of the most
sought-out shows in the festival.

For a particularly beautiful storytelling experience, come see Raising Stanley/Life with Tulia.
This engaging performance features visual descriptions and one performance will have an ASL
interpreter, making it a perfect show for people of all abilities. If you have an appetite and would
like to enjoy authentic conversations over a tasty meal, Like Mother, Like Daughter may be the
perfect show for you. This show features real mother-daughter pairs who will answer a number of
impromptu questions followed with a meal.
And those are just our touring shows! There is so much more to explore during FemFest.
Check out our website or give us a call for more details.

Reconciliation Through Theatre: May 2020
May 21 to 24, 2020 | The Forks

Since the public launch of this project, we have been hard at work preparing and facilitating
several four-day workshops with our partner organizations. So far we have completed three of the
seven workshop series. We are now planning the final culmination of this project, which will take
place from May 21 to 24, 2020 at The Forks. Mark these dates in your calendar; you won’t want
to miss this performance.
Stay tuned for more information!

THE PULSE

SARASVÀTI PRODUCTIONS

Come & Gone
Reconciliation Through Theatre
Youth Workshops: Children of the Earth &
Ndinawe

Our first workshop series at Children of the Earth involved
painting on canvas and sewing to create canvas blankets. The
youth combined their efforts to make one larger piece as well as
creating their own individual pieces.
The second workshop series at Ndinawe had several artists
facilitating a number of arts and crafts, such as making small
tipis and drums and decorating shirts. This workshop was part
of a drop-in program, so many youth were able to take part over
the four-day workshop period.
We have also completed our workshops at Indigenous
Leadership Development Institute. Up next are Wahbung,
Manitoba Youth Centre, Knowles Centre and Marymound!

Season Launch: Into the Light

On August 2 we held our 2019/20 season launch at Saddlery on Market with treats from Oh
Doughnuts! This year our focus is on bringing theatre “Out of the Darkness and Into the Light”
by staging experimental performances in unusual spaces. Take a look at our website for more
information about our upcoming season.

Making a Living in Theatre Roundtable

June featured our last emerging artist event of the 2018/19 season. Forty artists from all
backgrounds and levels of experience came together to share and learn from each other. We’re
looking forward to kicking off the 2019/20 Emerging Artist Workshop series with two workshops
at FemFest!
Support Sarasvàti Productions
If you care about the work we do,
we could use your help! As a
registered charity we provide tax
receipts for donations of $25 or
more. Mail in a donation to the
address on the back, donate
through our website, or support our
endowment fund at the Winnipeg
Foundation (www.wpgfdn.org)

Vision Statement

Transform society
through theatre.

Become a Sarasvàti Supporter today!
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Hands Up

242 Cathedral Avenue
Winnipeg, MB
R2W 0X3

We are pleased to welcome Jen McDonald as our new part-time administrator.
Jen graduated from the honours theatre program at the University of Winnipeg
and has continued to pursue theatre as a teacher, writer, and performer for over a
decade. Notably, she has produced her own work for the Winnipeg Fringe
Theatre Festival. She’s a Red River College Creative Communications graduate
and is excited to bring her communications training and passion for theatre to her
new position with Sarasvàti Productions!

Phone: 204-586-2236
E-mail: info@sarasvati.ca
www.sarasvati.ca

We also said goodbye to part-time administrator Regan Clemons in July as she
began her full-time dream job. While she will be missed, we are thrilled that she
was offered this amazing opportunity!

INSPIRE
CHALLENGE
CHANGE
We have sent this newsletter to
everyone on our mailing list,
including those who requested more
information while completing our
surveys and past artists who have
worked with us. We respect your
privacy; if you would like to be
removed from our mailing list or
change your contact information
please let us know.

Hands Out
Between our workshops with youth and our season launch, we’ve needed a lot of
food! We’re very grateful to Olive Garden, Pizza Hut, Safeway, Save on Foods,
Subway, and the Honouring Indigenous Peoples committee of the Rotary Club of
Winnipeg for providing food for the youth workshops. We’d also like to thank Oh
Doughnuts and Saddlery on Market for supporting our season launch.
As always, thank you to our donors; we couldn’t do the work we do without you.
Both FemFest and Reconciliation Through Theatre rely on your support in order
to be successful. Please visit sarasvati.ca to donate online, or call 204-586-2236
for more ways to give. All donations above $25 will automatically receive a
charitable tax receipt.
Want to get involved? If you have mar keting skills you’d like to put in
practice, we’d love to have you on our Marketing Advisory Committee. And if
you want to help shape the future of our company as a whole, our board could be
a perfect fit for you. Please contact us at info@sarasvati.ca to request more
information.

Testimonials
Feedback from Children of the Earth & Ndinawe Workshops:
“I love how open everyone was.”
“I was engaged 99% of the time. The 1% was when I was putting on music.”
“Not all life is painful and toxic that enjoying yourself with others is so
important.”
“I like being Indigenous and learning how to do art helps you.”
“I think everything is always going to be the same, nothing is going to change
(reconciliation).”
Our brave Bake-Off writers just before they
launched into writing their scenes - Come see
what they cooked up on September 16!

Tidbits
This year we have worked with Snow
Angel Films to create a video
highlighting FemFest’s location - the
downtown we know and love! Watch
for it on our social media.

“Being an Indigenous youth, sometimes you have to take patience and courage
into the future to learn new things.”
Making a Living in Theatre Feedback:
“It was nice to meet people in the industry and discuss steps and available
programs and resources.”
“It was beneficial in the sense of clarity and perspective.”
“I learned a lot about the different companies who provide resources to emerging
artists in a number of ways.”
“It felt affirming to know that we all struggle, and that’s ok! I felt like I had a
community.”

Rising Star
Sophie Smith-Dostmohamed is proud to be
working with Sarasvàti for the first time, as
she grew up being affected by their work. She
is a recent co-founder of Out From Under the
Rug collective, which will highlight the
experiences of People of Colour. Sophie will
also be mentored by Ann Hodges this year
(Through Creative Manitoba) as she finishes
her time in the UofW's Honours Acting
program. Sophie is honoured to be creating
fulfilling, challenging works with friends and
colleagues, people who share both the burden
and pleasure of needing to tell their truths.
While continuing to engage with and learn
from community and mentorship, she
performs to lift the voices of those so often
silenced. It is of the utmost importance to be

loud in moments of inequity. She is proud to
portray strong Middle Eastern women at
RMTC in the upcoming season in New
Canadian Curling Club and A Thousand
Splendid Suns. Sophie recognizes her
privilege as a light-skin individual, and
dedicates her work to Women of Colour—
those who (like herself) struggle with
identity.
We are thrilled to have Sophie join the team
as an assistant director on Like Mother, Like
Daughter! Also be sure to come to a reading
of a work in progress by her and fellow cofounders of the collective Out From Under
the Rug on September 20 at 10pm in the
Asper Centre for Theatre & Film!
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