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Up & Coming
FemFest 2018: Staging Resistance
September 15 - 22, Asper Centre for Theatre and Film

This year’s FemFest is about standing strong in the face of oppression and fighting back. This
year’s lineup includes a spoken word, storytelling, and hip-hop piece that calls out racism and
police brutality, a young Cree girl’s coming-of-age story, an exploration of the famously countercultural Burning Man festival, and the story of a woman who was married off at a young age and
has spent years confined to her house finally claiming her independence.

We are very excited to present The Game by Shyamala Dakshinamurti and Sowmya Dakshinamurti as this year’s local production in collaboration with Manohar Performing Arts of Canada, a
classical Indian dance group. The Game presents six different perspectives on a single act of violence committed against Draupadi, the iconic woman at the heart of The Mahabharata. The festival will also include readings of new plays in development, touring plays from outside Manitoba,
an eclectic cabaret on opening night, and workshops for artists.
For more information about the specifics on our 16th annual festival of life-changing theatre for
everyone, please visit our website, www.femfest.ca. Remember to purchase your tickets through
our easy-to-use online booking system before the productions sell out!

THE PULSE

SARASVÀTI PRODUCTIONS

Home 2.0
October 2018 - December 2018
Touring schools in Manitoba
Home 2. 0 will bring interactive theatre to thousands of Manitoba youth. This new theatre piece
will share the stories of immigrant and refugee youth who have resettled in Canada and will allow
for important dialogue around the challenges of newcomers while promoting inclusion. Home 2.0
will engage ethno-culturally diverse youth as artists to perform the play, offering them a training
ground that will bring more diversity to the theatre and role models to the students.
Women’s Comedy Night
November 14, 7:00 pm and 9:30 pm at Club 200
We are so excited to share some of Winnipeg’s funniest women! Join us for the early show or the
racier late night performance. Come for the laughs and support life-changing theatre at the same
time. Last year, both performances sold out, so be sure to get your tickets early to avoid disappointment!

Come & Gone
Sarasvàti Productions’ Season Launch
August 3rd at the Saddlery on Market

Thank you to all those who helped make the 2018/19 season
launch such a great success! It was wonderful to share our
excitement for the season with the community. The evening
involved a dance performance by Maribeth Tabanera (one of
our FemFest Cabaret artists), a scene from Home 2.0, an
improv game created by the Sarasvàti staff, sticker making
with materials provided by ArtsJunktion, and delicious cupcakes generously donated by Cake-ology.
This year’s season will be guided by the theme of Reimagining. From resistance to resettlement to reconciliation, this
16th season is our time to reimagine the way we tell our stories. Check out our website for a closer look at this season of
transformative theatre. Subscribe to our 2018/19 season and
prepare to be amazed!
Find it at sarasvati.ca or give us a call for more info at 204586-2236.
Support Sarasvàti Productions
If you care about the work we do,
we can use your help! As a
registered charity we provide tax
receipts for donations of $25 or
more. Mail in a donation to the
address on the back, donate
through our website or support our
endowment fund at the Winnipeg
Foundation (www.wpgfdn.org).

Vision Statement

Transform society through
theatre.

Become a Sarasvàti Supporter today!
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Hands Up

242 Cathedral Avenue
Winnipeg, MB
R2W 0X3
Phone: 204-586-2236
E-mail: info@sarasvati.ca
www.sarasvati.ca

INSPIRE
CHALLENGE
CHANGE
We have sent this newsletter to
everyone on our mailing list,
including those who requested more
information while completing our
surveys and past artists who have
worked with us. We respect your
privacy; if you would like to be
removed from our mailing list or
change your contact information
please let us know.

Tidbits
Our Indigenous Outreach Coordinator,
Marsha Knight, directed Mother’s Little
Secret by Jo MacDonald at the Winnipeg
Fringe this summer!

We love your tweets about us –
keep them coming!

Earlier in the summer, we welcomed Rebecca Quinn-Davis, to our team as our
new administrator! Rebecca holds a B.A. (Hons.) in Women’s and Gender Studies from the University of Manitoba, with a minor in Spanish, and spent several
years working in property management. Outside of work and school, she has
worked with the Provincial Council of Women of Manitoba, co-hosted the
UMFM show The F Word, and enjoys knitting. She’s very excited for the opportunity to work with Sarasvàti and to be part of the organization’s wonderful work.
We have also just welcomed a new Production and Tour Coordinator. Angelina
Alberto is a recent graduate of the University of Winnipeg’s Stage Management
and Production program. After spending most of her time on-stage singing show
tunes in shows such as Les Miserables (GPHS) and The Drowsy Chaperone
(GPHS and MTFC), she realized her real passion was in the management side of
theatre. After spending the past few years working in Walt Disney World and
finishing her degree, Angelina has decided to spend some time in Winnipeg to
create some magic during our next touring show, Home 2.0!
Also, thank you to all of our volunteers who helped at New Beginnings, at auditions, at Fringe by handing out FemFest buttons to get people excited, and to
those who have signed up to help with FemFest as well. It’s thanks to your helping hands that we’re able to keep doing what we’re doing.

Hands Out
The improv game at the season launch consisted of pulling an object out of a bag
and a verb out of an envelope and coming up with a way of accomplishing the
action using the object. Sowmya Dakshinamurti, one of the writers of The Game,
pulled out two clasped plastic hands which could have been salad tongs and the
word imagine. She said to us, “imagine these hands saying thank you and please.
Thank you for supporting Sarasvàti Productions and please continue to do so.”
In the spirit of what Sowmya said so eloquently, perhaps this section should be
called “hands clasped.” Either way, the message is the same: FemFest is coming
up and we can’t do it alone. So thank you and please, volunteer at FemFest or
donate to keep it thriving for many more years.

Testimonials
New Beginnings, a new show based on true stories from refugees who have come
to Canada, ran from May 22 to 26. It was an interdisciplinary performance, with
dance, music, and film adding to the storytelling. It was a moving experience and
we were honoured to be sharing stories that need to be heard.
“a mind opening and riveting production…This production allows us to feel human
suffering and determination conveyed by dance, song and story with eyes wide open –
and be very moved.”
-Teresa-Lee Cooke
“New Beginnings was superb! It was both exciting and poignant – and everything in
between! The style was so different and had strong messages throughout, and all
along we knew these were people with a strength beyond most.”
Jane Burpee, Public Education Coordinator of the Manitoba Schizophrenia Society
“New Beginnings by Sarasvàti Theatre was a very edutaining production.”
-Beatrice Watson
“My students and myself found the story very entertaining and true to life. We enjoyed
it so much that there was some singing in my classroom the next day about Canada”

Rising Star
We’re so happy to have emerging actor Saira
Rahman as a cast member in The Game, our in
-house production for FemFest this year! Being
both an actor and a filmmaker, she has no
shortage of creativity.
Saira grew up in Winnipeg, and was a teacher
and principal before pursuing filmmaking. In
2005, she was writer of a 3-part documentary
series about Muslim Canadians called A New
Life in a New Land (Milo Productions), which
aired nationally.

Snow Angel Films, producing their first
feature, A rctic Mosque (CBC, APTN).
Saira is involved with Prairie Theatre Exchange’s Adult Company, which performed
Murder by Poe at the Fringe Festival this
year. She was also part of One Trunk Theatre’s production Boundary A venue.

After completing the Digital Film Production
program at Langara College in Vancouver in
2009, Saira and her sister, Nilufer, established
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