S che dule 2 0 1 2
S at u r day / sEPTEMBER 15
1pm
(reading) In Waiting by Claire Therese
3pm
(workshop presentation) Cry After Midnight by Talia Pura
7 p m 	Opening Cabaret and Reception

S u n day / september 16
1pm
(workshop) Solo Show Creation facilitated by Johanna Nutter
3 : 3 0 p m 	(workshop) Play Creation The Collaborative Process
facilitated by Renee Iaci and Daune Campbell

M o n day / SEPTEMBER 17
7 pm

(readings) Bake-Off

T u e s day / SEPTEMBER 18
7pm
9pm

Women in Fish by Urban Ink
Sonofabitch Stew by Shameless Hussy Productions

S a r a s vàt i P r o d u c t i o n s
is a Winnipeg-based independent theatre company
dedicated to using theatre to promote human understanding.
We produce FemFest, as well as a wide range of plays,
community tours, new creations workshops and other
projects in support of emerging artists.

W e d n e s day / September 19
1 2 : 3 0 p m 	The Real Thing Lecture sponsored by The University
2:30pm
7pm
8:15pm
9pm

of Winnipeg Department of Theatre and Film
Sonofabitch Stew by Shameless Hussy Productions
Mon frère est enceinte by Johanna Nutter
Shorts
Sonofabitch Stew by Shameless Hussy Productions

FemFest TICKET PRICES:
Single Shows/Cabarets $10

T h u r s day / SEPTEMBER 20

Platinum Pass (3 Shows) $25

7pm
8:15pm
9pm

Festival Pass (Entire Festival) $50

Immigrant Stories by Immigrant Women’s Association
Shorts
My Pregnant Brother by Johanna Nutter

F r i day / SEPTEMBER 21
7pm
8:15pm
9pm

Empty by Hope McIntyre
Shorts
My Pregnant Brother by Johanna Nutter

Skill Development Workshops $5-$15

FOR TICKETS & INFO:
204.586.2236 | WWW.SARASVATI.CA | www.femfest.ca

S at u r day / SEPTEMBER 22
2pm
7pm
8:15pm
9pm

Empty by Hope McIntyre
Immigrant Stories by Immigrant Women’s Association
Shorts
Closing Cabaret and Reception

Celebrating
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In-house Productions

S O N O FA B i T CH S T E W

Empty

Cry After Midnight

by Hope McIntyre
Directed by Nan Fewchuk

by

Based on true stories of food bank users, this play is a
powerful, sensitive and humorous exploration of the human
side of poverty. From single mother, to immigrant to those
dealing with illness; we meet the wide range of food bank
users and are introduced to the place where everybody
knows their name.
A work owned by The City of Winnipeg under the WITH ART
COMMUNITY ART PROJECT as administered by the Winnipeg
Arts Council Inc.

Talia Pura

The story of three women, and their war in Afghanistan.
One is a surgeon, struggling to save the life of a soldier
wounded by an IED. The young soldier’s wife is home,
waiting for his safe return. The third woman, an Afghan
national, is just trying to stay alive, at the centre of it all.

In Waiting
by

Claire Therese

Created in partnership with the First Unitarian Universalist
Church Food Bank and Winnipeg Harvest.

Is a woman’s identity linked to her ability to bear children?
Molly is infertile, her struggle to conceive is wreaking havoc
on her marriage, and to top it all off she discovers her teenage
student is pregnant.

Immigration Stories

Shorts

Coordinated and directed by Hope McIntyre
Created by Francesca Cotroneo, Barbara Guia, Clara Orallo,

Is It Wednesday?

Helma Rogge Rehders, Monica Singh, Hien Tran and Beatrice Watson
In partnership with The Immigrant Women’s Association
of Manitoba
Developed through workshops with immigrant women,
this play is a unique look at the hopes, dreams, trials
and tribulations of newcomers to Canada. As seniors
looking back they ask the important questions – was
Canada a welcoming new home? Were they prepared
for the cold and mosquitoes? Has it meant a better
life for their children?

Readings/Workshop
Productions

Bake-Off
Coordinated and directed by Cairn Moore
In partnership with The Manitoba Association of Playwrights

Selected playwrights are given a list of ingredients and have
two weeks to mix up a script! The staged readings of the
resulting pieces will be like a dessert buffet with tasty treats
and plenty of delightful surprises.

by

Pam Calabrese MacLean

Two elderly women meet at a bus stop, as they chat they
struggle to hold on to their memories. A hilarious short piece
full of word play, misunderstandings and poignant exploration
of the aging process.

Short-List
As fillers throughout the festival, we will offer audiences a chance
to hear excerpts from scripts from the FemFest shortlists in recent
years. A great chance to be introduced to the work of multiple
women playwrights from across the country.

Presented Pieces

P am Ca l abre s e M a c Lean

ta l ia p u ra

C l aire T h ere s e

My Pregnant Brother
Written and Performed by Johanna Nutter (Montreal, QC)
Directed and Dramaturged by Jeremy Taylor

The true story of Johanna’s life growing up in Montreal with
a hippie mom and her younger sister (who was to become
her brother). Although the facts of the story are stranger than
fiction, ultimately, this is a universal tale of love and survival,
told with mesmerizing honesty and humour.

Women in Fish
Written by Marie Clements with Rosemary Georgeson,
Eileen Lorenz and the WIF Participants
DIRECTED By Marie Clements
Urban Ink (Vancouver, BC)

This multi-media performance weaves the tragedy of a
fishing boat lost in a storm together with the bigger tragedy
of the world’s fishing industry. The story reveals women’s
contributions to what was once a top industry and a way
of life for many aboriginal people.
Shortlisted for a Jack Webster Award for Best Documentary.

Cabarets
Featuring an exciting mix of artists from all disciplines!
Join us for these two exciting variety shows, each offering
a unique smorgasbord of entertainment including music,
dance, theatre and film.

Plus special guest artists conducting
workshops and community outreach!

Sonofabitch Stew:
the Drunken Life of Calamity Jane
by Renee Iaci, Deb Pickman and Brian Peterson
Directed by Renee Iaci

Shameless Hussy Productions (Vancouver, BC)
Daune Campbell stars as Janet Payne a cussin’, fussin’,
drinkin’, brawlin’, women’s studies professor who has become
a legendary maverick by kissing off life’s middle of-the-road for
the rougher and more thrilling ride on the trail of her lifelong
heroine Calamity Jane. “This ferocious one woman show is
feisty, smart and outrageous.”
– Adrian Chamberlain The Times Colonist

Cairn M oore

Hope m c intyre

M y P regnant brot h er

FemFest has been up
& kicking since 2003!

